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PREFACE. 


at my disposal, the parts bearing on the painter’s works, 
and on his life as connected with his works. Without 
such an addition to the Autobiographical Recollections 
which Leslie had himself made ready for posthumous 
publication, this volume would not — as it seems to me 

— have contained the information required to give it its 
proper place among the artistic biographies of the time 

— such lives as have been published, or are preparing, 
of Wilkie and Constable, Etty, Haydon, and Turner. 

In using the matter entrusted to me, I have been 
guided by the strongest regard and respect for the 
painter, and for the family that is left to lament the 
irreparable loss of such a husband, brother, and father. 

I have endeavoured to bear in mind, always, the mod- 
esty, tolerance, and good taste which ruled throughout 
Leslie’s life and labours; and to respect the time and 
patience of my readers. Affectionate admiration for 
my subject may, however, have in some cases misled 
me as to what was worth printing about him_hav¬ 

ing regard, at least, to the wider public. I have little 
fear that the many friends of Leslie, and the large 
circle of them who, like myself, have loved and bene¬ 
fited by his works, will think I have extracted too 
much from his letters, or that I have rated the man 
or his pictures too highly. 

His son, Mr. George Leslie, writes thus to me, of 
the manner in which the Autobiographical Recollec¬ 
tions were composed: — 

u The manner in which my father’s autobiography was writ¬ 
ten was this. He was in the habit of writing down accounts 
of anything of importance that occurred to him all his life, and 



